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CLERK 


Mrs,  y,  Homtvedt 


Public  Health  Department, 
The  Red  House, 

Castle  Street, 

Teles  Barnstaple  5781  Barnstapl 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Barnstaple  Rural  District  Council. 


lilr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I submit  ray  report 
to  you  on  the  health  and  statistics  of  the  district 
for  the  year  1967* 

The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  John  Chugg  in  ferch, 
1967  v/as  a great  loss  to  the  Public  Health  Committee,  on 
which  he  had  served  as  Chairman  for  many  years.  His 
courtesy,  ready  help  and  great  kindness  were  much  missed 
by  both  staff  and  members  alike. 

I wish  to  thank  to.  Bowden,  who  acted  ae 
Chairman  after  the  death  of  to.  Chugg,  and  the  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Comnittee  for  their  help  and  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  also  to  thank  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  staff  for  their 
co-operation  and  assistance  throu^out  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  VttLLIiU^ 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


August,  1968. 


GMERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  in  acres  . • 

DiAmlDer  of  Parishes 

Estimabed  population  . . # 

Population  at  I96I  census  . . 

Inhabit ed  houses  

Dumber  of  Council  owned  houses 
Density  of  persons  per  house 

Rateable  value  

Estimated  product  of  penny  rate 


129,346 

36 

27,980 
25, 069 
9,280 
736 


2^2 

£ 860,607 
£ 3,646 


lOTEACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  comparability  factors 


• • # 


• # # 


0 » # 


• * . Births 
Deaths 


1^22 

0.82 


• # # 


• • • 


# • • 


Live  births 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  corrected  ... 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
otxllbrrths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  stillbirths 
Infant  deaths  (under  one  year)  . . . 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  .. 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deo-natal  mortality  rate  (under  four  weeks  per  1,000  live  births)  9*2 
Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (under  one  week  per  1, 000 live  births)  9*2 


... 


. . 


... 


. . 


... 


432 

15.4 

18.7 
5.7^ 

2 

5.0 

434 

6 

I4.0 

14.7 

ML 


Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths.. 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)  

Maternal  mortality  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  .. 


• • # 


000 


• • 0 


000 


000 


Deaths  ... 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  .. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  corrected' 


000 


0 p 0 


0 0 0 


000 


000 


000 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


14 

EEL 

HIL 

325 

11.6 

9.5 


POPULATICM 


The  population  of  the  Rural  District  increased  hy  420 
to  27,980  during  the  year* 

Births  exceeded  deaths  hy  107;  illegitimate  births  fell 
from  29  to  25  (representing  5*7^^  oT  total  live  births). 

Out  of  432  live  births  during  the  year,  there  were  6 
infant  deaths,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  I4  per  1,000  births. 

POPULATION  TRENDS 


Years 

Populations 

Live”  Births  s • 

Deaths 

1951  (census) 

23,150 

.324 

0 9 9 

314 

1952 

23,030 

342 

9 9 9 

322 

1953 

23,360 

318 

257 

1954 

23,410 

23,642 

346 

296 

1955 

334 

316 

1956 

24,070 

343 

302 

1957 

24,010 

369 

300 

1958 

24,370 

362 

276 

1959 

24,370 

356 

294 

i960 

25,050 

365 

272 

1961  (census) 

25,290 

338 

299 

1962 

25,580 

353 

336 

1963 

26,020 

434 

329 

1964 

26,670 

428 

325 

1965 

27,090 

405 

346 

1966 

27,560 

426 

390 

1967 

27,980 

432 

325 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births  s 

Males  % 

Pemal  ess 

Totals 

Legitimate 

215 

192 

407 

Illegitimate 

13 

12 

2^_ 

228 

204 

432 

Stillbirths; 

Mai  es  % 

Pemal ess 

Totals 

Legitimate 

2 

0 

2 

111 egitimate 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 
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DEATHS 


During  the  year  there  were  325  deaths  (l67  males  and 
158  females)  as  compared  with  390  in  the  previous  year. 


Summary  of  Causes  of  Death  in  19^7 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Mali  gn.an t n e oy  1,  a rx m , iit  erus 
Other  malignant  and  l,yniT)hatA.o  moox)J 
Diabet  es 

VasciilaT"  leHi.oiin  of  nervous  system 

0ox‘ona.ry  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Otner  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

H;>perplasia  of  prostate 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 


Heo-Hatal  Deaths 


Male; . 
1 

8 

8 


22 

1 

20 

47 

1 

18 

7 
2 

9 

1 

2 

2 

2 

8 
4 
4 

167 


Females 


4 

6 

8 

4 

13 

34 

24 

1 

21 

10 

7 

2 

1 


1 

16 

1 

4 

1 


This  represents  the  number  of  deaths  occuring  in 
infants  under  the  age  of  four  weeks 2- 

Mal  es  i'  Females  s Totals 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2 

0 


2 

0 


4 

0 


Infant  Mortality 


During  the  year  6 infants  (3  males  and  3 females) 
died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rat 
of  14. 


Mai  ess  Femaless  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

in  Age  Groups 

3 

0 

3 

0 

6 

0 

Me 

Mai  es 

Females 

Total 

Under  4 weeks  ^ 

2 

2 

4 

4 weeks  to  1 year  ' 

1 

1 

2 

1 to  4 years 

2 

1 

3 

5 .to  14  years 

0 

0 

0 

.15  to  24  years 

3 

0 

3 

25  to  34  years 

5 

0 

5 

35  to  44  years 

3 

3 

6 

45  "to  54  years 

4 

7 

11 

55  to  64  years 

41 

23 

64 

65  to  74  years 

43 

38 

81 

Over  75 

63 

83 

146 

Cancer  Deaths 

There  v/ere  73  deaths  from  cancer  during  the  year, 
being  8 more  than  in  I966. 


Mai  es 

Females 

Total 

Stomach 

8 

4 

12 

Lung  and  bronchus 

8 

6 

14 

Breast 

— 

8 

8 

Uterus 

4 

4 

Other 

22 

13 

..  ..  35 

■ 38 

35 

73 

Deaths  from  Lun^  Cancep 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1952 

5 

1 

6 

1953 

5 

2 

7 

1954 

5 

1 

6 

1955 

5 

— 

5 

1956 

7 

— 

7 

1957 

8 

2 

10 

1958 

9 

2 

11 

1959 

7 

2 

9 

i960 

6 

2 

8 

1961 

9 

2 

11 

1962 

10 

— 

10 

1963 

11 

2 

13 

1964 

12 

— 

12 

1965 

12 

— 

12 

1966 

10 

5 

15 

1967 

8 

6 

14 

Cancer  Deaths  since  1952 


Year 

Total 

Deaths 

c 

Males 

ancer  Deaths  - • 
Females  Total 

1952 

322 

26 

29 

55 

199J 

25  f 

iP. 

27 

45 

1994 

296 

20 

30 

50 

1955 

316 

21 

26 

47 

55 

1956 

302 

25 

30 

1957 

300 

31 

26 

57 

1958 

276 

21 

22 

43 

1959 

294 

24 

28 

52 

I960 

272 

20 

21 

41 

1961 

'299 

24 

27 

51 

1962 

336 

34 

37 

71 

1963 

329 

34 

28 

62 

1964 

325 

35 

27 

62 

1965 

346 

35 

23 

58 

1966 

390 

36 

29 

65 

1967 

325 

38 

35 

73 
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Il'JFSCTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
v;ere  reported  during  the  years- 


Scarlet  fever ...  7 

Whooping  cough I5 

Acute  pneumonia  ' 12 

Measles 359 

Erysipelas  • 2 

Pood  poisoning 1 

Meningitis 1 

Puerperal  pyrexia  1 


Six  cases  of  tuberculosis  (four  of  lung  tuberculosis 
and  two  non- pulmonary)  notified  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations 
were  as  followss- 


Age  Group 

— r; 1 

Pulmonary 

Male  Pemale 

D on- Pulmonary 
Male  Female 

1 - 5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-14 

— 

— 

- 

— 

15  - 24 

— 

- 

— 

— 

25  - 44 

— 

2 

1 

1 

45  - 54 

— 

- 

— 

- 

55  - 64 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65+ 

— 

■ 

Lung  Tuberculosis  - Distribution  of  Cases 

Tawstock  

Premington  

Combe  Martin  ... 


1 

2 

1 
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IncidoncQ  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Pince  1951 


Year 

No.  of  Cases 

of  Pulmonary 

Case  rate 

per  1,000 

No.  of 

Deat  hs 

Death  Rate 

per  1,000 

Tuberculosis 

Population 

Population 

1951 

23 

0.99 

7 

0. 30 

1952 

21 

0.91 

6 

0.26 

1953 

24 

1.03 

3 

0.12 

1954 

11 

0.47 

— 

— 

1955 

4 

0.17 

— 

1956 

7 

0.29 

— 

— 

1957 

5 

0.20 

1 

0.04 

1958 

5 

0.20 

1 

0.04 

1959 

4 

0.16 

1 

0.04 

i960 

6 

0.23 

— 

— 

1961 

5 

0.20 

1 

0.04 

1962 

5 

0.23 

— 

1963 

2 

0.075 

— 

- 

1964 

2 

0.075 

— 

- 

1965 

5 

0.185 

1 

0.04 

1966 

4 

0.145 

1 

0.04 

1967 

4 

0.145 

— 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Bural  District  tuberculosis  register  on  1st  January  and  31st 
December,  19 67. 


1^67 

Pulmonary 

- 

N on- Pulmonary 

M. 

P. 

Total 

M. 

P. 

Total 

1st  January 

50 

33 

83 

9 

17 

26 

31st  December 

51 

36 

87 

10 

18 

28 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 


TUBERCULOSIS 

..fciia  ■ 4 I min  m . 


All  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  now  treated  at 
Hav/kraoor  Hospital,  Bovey  Tracey. 

tiATERNITY  CASES 


At  the  North  Levon  Infirmary  there  is  a v;ard  of 
fourteen  beds  with  a fully  qualified  staff  available  for  cases 
of  doubt,  or  difficulty,  and  there  are  five  beds  available  for 
special  care  babies. 

A general  practitioners’  maternity  unit  of  thirteen 
beds  is  situated  at  Highfield,  Victoria  Road,  Barnstaple. 

At  Bicclescombe  Hospital,  Ilfracombe,  there  are  ten 
beds  for  maternity  and  ante-natal  patients. 

IS0L.4TI0N  OF  INFECTIOUS  LISEASES 


There  is  an  infectious  diseases  section  at  the 
Kingsley  Hospital  at  Bideford,  which  serves  Barnstaple  as  v/ell 
as  other  local  authorities  in  North  Levon.  There  are  twelve 
beds  for  infectious  diseases  and  fifteen  convalescent  beds. 

SMALLPOX 


All  smallpox  cases  are  sent  to  Liskeard  Smallpox 
Hospital.  Plymouth  Ambulance  Service  (Plymouth  64IOI)  vill 
provide  transport  for  smallpox  cases. 

GE^HIRhL 


The  North  Levon  Infirmary,  situated  at  Barnstaple, 
serves  the  area  and  provides  modem  medical  and  surgical  treatment 
for  the  residents  of  the  district.  There  are  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  beds. 

Two  wards,  vith  a total  of  thirty  bods,  at  the  Alexandra 
Hospital,  Barnstaple  are  set  aside  as  an  annexe  to  the  North  Levon 
Infirmary  and  post- operative  and  recovery  patients  are  transferred 
there  as  soon  as  possible. 

There  are  one  hundred  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  at 
the  Alexandra  Hospital. 
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laboratory  facilities 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  situated  at  Church 
Lane,  Heavitree,  Exeter*  It  is  installed  vdth  the  necessary 
equipment  for  bacteriological  examinations  of  all  kinds.  Its 
diagnostic  and  consultative  services  are  available  for  all  doctors. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  drinking  water,  milk 
and  ice-cream  are  also  carried  out  there. 

There  is  a Pathological  Laboratory  at  75  Boutport 
Street,  Barnstaple  with  a full-time  pathologist  and  technical 
staff  catering  for  the  needs  of  the  North  Levon  area. 

The  blood  bank  is  also  situated  at  this  local 

lab or at  ory. 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CBI^TRES 

The  V.L,  Clinic  is  held  at  the  North  Levon  Infirmary, 
Gloss op  Annexe  as  lollowss- 

MaLos:  Mondays  at  5*15  Thursdays  at  5*45  p.m. 

Females:  Mondays  at  4*00  P*m.  and  Thursdays  at  4*30  p.m. 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  the  North  Levon  Infirmary, 
Glossop  Annexe  as  follows s- 

Clinic  and  X-ray  examinations  - Tuesdays  2 p.m.  to  4 P*ni. 
AMHJLAl^ICE  SERVICE 


Under  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Act,  1945>  the 
local  health  authority  (i.e.  Levon  County  Council)  is  responsible 
for  the  provision  of  an  Ambulance  Service  and  the  Levon  Health 
Committee  have  arranged  for  this  to  be  provided  through  the  agency 
of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association.  The  Brigade  serves  Barnstaple 
Borough  and  the  district  around  and  the  head- quart drs  are  in  Commercial 
Road,  Barnstaple.  The  staff  consists  of  three  paid  members  (full-time] 
twenty  men  volimteers  and  fourteen  volunteer  nurses.  The  Hospital 
Car  Service,  also  under  the  Levon  County  Council,  is  available  upon 
application  to  the  hospital  by  the  doctor  concerned,  and  the  Ambulance 
Service  is  empowered  to  hire  cars  in  urgent  cases  when  the  ambulance 
is  not  necessary. 

PROFESSICNAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 


There  are  nine  district  nurses  in  the  area,  all  of  whom 
act  as  midwives. 
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IMUn^nZATIOIT  MD  VACCIIT;J?iai 


Protective  immunization  and  vaccination  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus,  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis 
are  undertaken  hy  the  general  practitioners  and  the  Infant  Welfare 
and  School  Clinics.  There  are  four  Infant  V/elfare  Clinics 
organised  by  the  Devon  County  Health  Authority  within  the  District, 
held  as  followss- 

Premington  -Parish  Hall  2nd  and  A'th  Wednesday  afternoons 

Braunton  Parish  Hall  Thursday  afternoons 

Combe  Martin  Baptist  Chapel  Rooms  ..  2nd  and  4fh  Tuesday  afternoons 

Woolacombe  Methodist  Hall  2nd  and  4fh  Wednesdays 

NATIONAL  ASSISTAUCE  (AMENMETO)  ACT,  1953  SBCTIffiT  47 

During  the  year  no  elderly  person  was  removed  compulsorily 
under  this  Act  from  Ms  or  her  home  to  a County  Welfare  Establishment 
or  hospital. 


During  the  year  two  Closing  Orders  and  three  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  and  formal  Undertalcings  were  accepted  from  owners 
in  respect  of  seven  dv^^ellings  ,that  they  would  not  be  used  for  human 
habitation  until  such  time  as  they  had  been  made  fit  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Council.  Pour  families  from  unfit  houses,  which 
were  the  subject  of  statutory  orders,  were  rehoused  in  Council  Q\med 
accommodation. 

Porty  four  Council  dwellings  v/ere  erected  during  the 
year  and  a total  of  forty  are  under  construction  at  7/rafton. 

The  second  and  tMrd  phases  of  the  l^afton  development  vd.ll  provide 
a further  eighty'eight  dwellings. 

Applications  for  Council  accommodation  totalled  308  on 
31st  December,  19^7* 

During  the  year  the  following  grants  were  approved  for 
the  improvement  of  old  properties. 


0;mer/ Occupied 

.. . .1  1,1  ■— 

T enant  ed 

Total 

Standard 

26 

17 

43 

Discretionary 

6 

6 

12 
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PuIdHc  Health  Department , 
The  Red  House, 

Castle  Street, 

Barnstaple* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Barnstaple  Raral  District  Council. 

LIr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  third  Annual  Report 
on  the  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  19^7 • 

The  year  under  review  provided  the  usual  mixture  of 
interest,  problems  and  routine  activities  associated  with  the 
v/i despread  and  varied  responsibilities  of  the  Department. 

Routine  v/ork  in  the  first  half  of  the  year 
considerably  restricted  due  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
undertaking  additional  meat  inspection  as  a result  of  the 
lengthy  absence  of  te.  M.P.  Davis,  Meat  Inspector,  whoso 
serious  illness  necessitated  a prolonged  period  of  recovery. 

This  unfortunate  occurence  endorsed  my  opinion  that 
the  establishment  of  the  Department  was  the  a'tMBolute  minimim. 

This  is  the  only  Department  which  had  not  increased  its  staff 
over  the  past  two  years. 

The  year  saw  the  commencement  of  the  construction  of 
a new  slau^terhouse  to  replace  existing  unsatisfactory  premises 
which  may  well  require  the  consideration  of  additional  staff 
after  its  completion. 

The  responsibility  of  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
services  demanded  a significant  amount  of  attention,  but  the 
improvements  and  economies  effected  were  adequate  compensation. 

Once  again  I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  co-operative  attitude  shoi/vn  to  me  by  members  of  the  Council 
and  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  in  particular  the  helpful 
and  friendly  assistance  of  Mr.  Chugg,  whose  keen  interest  in  the 
Department  has  been  missed,  Mr.  Bowden,  Dr.  Y/illiams  and  Mrs. 
Homtvedt  who  coped  vdth  all  the  clerical  work  of  the  Department^ 
including  the  printing  of  this  report. 

The  important  public  health  matters  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  are  included  in  this  report  and  I have  to  thank 
the  Surveyor  for  the  information  provided. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  Mil? 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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WATER 


PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 


The  ITorth  Devon  Water  Board  provides  a supply  of 
chlorinated  mains  v/ator  to  all  villages  in  the  Rural  District, 
with  the  exception  of  Challacombe. 

The  mains  v/ater  is  distributed  to  almost  all  areas 
from  the  worl<B  at  Bratton  Fleming.  The  Brendon  area  is  served 
by  a mains  supply  from  the  Lynton  water  works. 

The  main  reservoir  at  VJistlandpound  has  a capacity 
of  341j000,000  gallons  and  the  Bratton  Fleming  Y\^ater  v/orks 
distribute  more  than  2,000,000  gallons  of  v;ater  per  day. 

During  I967  water  mains  were  extended  in  the  districts 
of  Heanton  Punchardon,  Chivenor,  Bishops  Tavd;on  and  Cobbaton  and 
also  to  serve  new  housing  development  that  was  proceeding  in 
various  areas. 

Mains  water  was  provided  for  462  domestic  and  41 
trade  premises,  including  farms,  in  the  rural  area. 

PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 


There  is  only  one  major  private  v/ater  supply  in  the 
Rural  District,  which  is  at  Saunton  serving  approximately  thirty 
five  properties.  There  are^  however,  still  numerous  isolated 
dwellings  and  farms  throughout  the  area  which  rely  on  their  ov/n 
supplies  drawn  from  wells  and  springs. 

Si^JVIPLIIIG 


The  North  Devon  Water  Board  arrange  for  the  final 
water  from  the  Bratton  Fleming  works  to  be  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  each  v/eek.  In  addition,  miains  water 
is  sampled  regularly  throu^out  the  district. 

The  following  summary  shov/s  the  results  of  all  v/ater 
samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  in 
respective  parishes. 
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Parish 

Public  Supply 

Private  Supplies 

(Taken  by  N.B.Y/.B.) 

(Taken  by  B*R«I).C.) 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satis fact ory 

Unsatisfactory 

Berrynarbor 

11 

— 

1 

— 

Bratton  Fleming 

116 

- 

1 

1 

Br aunt on 

31 

1 

1 

2 

Brendon 

40 

- 

— 

- 

Challacombe 

— 

- 

2 

2 

Combe  Martin 

29 

2 

1 

1 

East  Dovm 

— 

— 

- 

3 

\ Premington 

2 

— 

— 

- 

Georgeham 

23 

— 

— 

— 

Goodleigh 

- 

1 

He ant on  Punch ar don 

7 * 

- 

— 

Instow 

12 

- 

— 

— 

Kentisbury 

— 

- 

1 

— 

Harwood 

, 8 

1 

2 

— 

Mortehoe 

30 

— 

- 

- 

Parraoonbe 

10 

- 

— 

— 

Pi  It  on  West 

- 

- 

— 

3 

Shiiwell 

11 

2 

1 

1 

Swimbridge 

1 

- 

— 

2 

Tawstock 

1 

— 

1 

- 

West  Down 

mm 

6 

- 

— 

338 

6 

11 

16 

* Includes  4 samples  taken  ty  B.R.BiC^  following  illness 
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SKJERkGB  AlTD  SET/ZAGE  HCSPOSAL 


The  Council  ovms  and  operates  sewerage  systenis  in 
the  following  areas. 

Braunt  on 


Ufficulties  have  persisted  with  the  electronic  control 
cabinet  at  the  Vellator  sewage  works.  The  Devon  River  Authority 
agreed  to  the  construction  of  an  emergency  overflow  at  the  Pill 
in  order  to  prevent  flooding  of  the  works  as  has  occurred  when  the 
secondary  power  supply  failed  due  to  these  faults. 

The  Chivenor  village  sewer  was  connected  to  the  sewerage 
system  at  the  R.A.F.  Station  duilng  the  year. 

Combe  fertin 

The  village  drains  to  a sea  outfall  through  which 
untreated  sewage  is  discharged  to  the  sea  below  lov/  tide  level. 

The  system  works  entirely  by  gravity,  except  for  a few  properties 
situate  at  Dewberry  Beach,  where  an  ejector  lifts  the  sewage  to 
the  gravity  sewers.  The  outfall  functions  very  efficiently  and 
no  complaints  of  nuisance  have  been  received. 

Tlie  system  has  no  equipment  for  measuring  flows,  and  the 
volumes  discharged  are  consequently  unknown. 

Georgeham  and  Croyde 

These  villages  drain  by  gravity  sewers  to  a pumping 
station  at  Croyde  Bay  where  the  sewage  is  passed  through 
macerating  pumps  and  thence  into  the  sea  via  an  outfall  off  Baggy 
Point. 


The  Croyde  system  is  overloaded,  particularly  during 
storm  time  and  the  pumping  equipment  is  subjected  to  very  heavy 
wear.  The  daily  flow  pumped  during  the  holiday  season  is  in  excess 
of  100,000  gallons  and  during  heavy  rain  up  to  300,000  gallons  are 
recorded.  This  is  in  addition  to  considerable  flov/s  v/hich 
discharge  into  the  sea  and  into  the  river  via  stormwater  overflows. 

Mortehoe  and  .Woolacombe 

Woolacombe  has  main  drainage  facilities  in  which  the 
sev/age  is  passed  via  a partial  treatment  v/orks  to  a sea  outfall. 
Further  work  has  been  carried  out  to  strengthen  this  outfall. 


At  North  Morte  the  sev/age  is  discharged  into  a sea 
outfall  at  Rockham  Beach  after  treatment  in  a septic  tank. 

The  village  of  Mortehoe  is  sewered  and  sewage  is 
purapod  from  the  pumping  station  at  Castle  Rock  to  the  Woolacomhe 
sewage  works  for  treatment. 

Parracombe 


The  village  has  a main  drainage  system  constructed 
in  i960.  The  v/orks  give  full  biological  treatment  to  the  sewage 
and  consistently  good  analyses  of  the  effluent  are  obtained.  The 
majority  of  properties  are  now  connect od  to  the  sewerage  system. 

South  Bank  Sewerage.  Scheme 

This  system  seiwes  the  built-up  areas  of  Hole  Manor, 
Oakland  Park,  Bickington,  Premington,  Yelland  and  Instov;  and 
also  that  part  of  the  Borou^  of  Barnstaple  which  lies  to  the  west 
of  the  River  Taw,  The  bulk  of  the  sewage  is  pumped  to  the 
treatment  works  at  Yelland  via  pumping  stations  at  Anchorwood, 

Oakland  Park,  Premington,  Ins  tow  A (situated  on  Instowr  Front)  and 
Instow  B (adjoining  the  Army  depot). 

The  pumps  at  Premington  can  pass  75? 000  gallons  per 
hour,  Turing  dry  weather  the  pumps  operate  for  appro:>d.mately 
three  hours  a day,  but  in  storm  weather  up  to  twelve  or  fifteen 
hours  are  recorded. 

Large  volumes  of  surface  water  enter  the  sewers  by  the 
Magdala  branch  serving  Bickington  village.  The  whole  of  the  main 
road  ttirou^  the  village  drains  to  the  foul  sewers  and  a stormwater 
overflow  at  Magdala  reduces  the  volume  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  pumps. 

S aunt  on 


This  is  a very  old  sewerage  system  which  continues  to 
function  v/ithout  apparent  nuisance.  The  sewage  gravitates  to  a 
large  septic  tank  and  the  effluent  from  this  tank  is  distributed 
by  a series  of  trenches  in  the  sand  dunes, 

s 

V/e'stloigh 


The  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  v/hich 
results  in  foul  sowago  and  surface  water  being  discharged  directly 
into  the  River  Torridge  via  a sewer  outfall.  At  present  no  treat- 
ment is  provided,  but  the  Council  decided  that  a sevvage  v/orks  for 
V/estloigh  should  be  constructed  and  authorised  the  preparation  of 
plans  and  the  reqT.usit0  constructional  details. 
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SEWAGE  TREATi'OTT  V^RKS 


Atherin^on 


All  recent  samples  of  final  effluent  from  these  works 
have  indicated  that  purification  is  achieved  to  a very  hi^ 
standard. 

Berrynarhor 


A small  sewage  treatment  works  serves  the  properties 
at  the  southern  end  of  the  village.  These  works  are  not  very 
efficient  and  would  he  abandoned  in  the  event  of  a now  sewerage 
scheme  being  provided  for  Berrynarbor. 

Bratton  Fleming 

Enormous  volumes  of  surface  and  infiltration  water 
enter  this  system  and  complicate  the  operation  of  the  plant.  The 
provision  of  a stormv/ator  treatment  tank  will  be  required  vdthin 
the  next  year,  or  two,  if  the  standard  of  the  effluent  quality  is  t 
be  maintained  at  the  desired  level, 

Braunt  an 


'The  treatment  works  constructed  in  I965  were  designed 
to  treat  280,000  gallons  per  day  dry  weather  flow.  The  average 
dry  weather  flow  received  at  the  works  is  approximately  180,000 
gallons.  The  settled  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  Pill,  the 
effluent  standard  remains  unsatisfactory  and  it  will  be  necessaiy 
to  consider  the  provision  of  biological  treatment  when  the  sewage 
from  R,A,P,  Chivenor,  v/hich  is  expected  to  be  between  55>000  and 
70,000  gallons  a day,  is  discharged  to  the  works. 

Goodlei^ 


The  village  system  includes  a treatment  v^orks  which 
incorporates  a septic  tank.  This  plant  gives  considerable  trouble 
as  a result  of  the  discharge  of  trade  waste  into  the  system. 

Khowle 


The  village  of  Khowle  drains  to  a small  pre-war  sewage 
works,  which  will  be  abandoned  when  Khowle  is  connected  into  the 
Braunt  on  system. 


West  Down 


A small  treatment  works  serves  the  village.  The 
effluent  quality  varies,  hut  generally  it  is  within  the  standard 
required  hy  the  River  Authority, 

Woolacomhe 


The  sewage  from  Woolacomhe  and  part  of  Mortehoe  is 
treated  at  an  imderground  sewage  works  on  the  sea  front  at 
Woolacomhe,  The  sewage  is  settled  in  an  upward  flow  sedimenta- 
tion tank  and  the  settled  liquor  is  held  in  a storage  tank  to  he 
released  at  the  appropriate  state  of  the  tide. 

Daring  I967  a consolidation  tank  was  constructed  to 
receive  sludge  from  the  works.  Sludge  is  thickened  and  removed 
hy  cesspool  emptier.  This  was  put  into  operation  for  the 
holiday  season  and  during  the  Y/hole  of  the  summer  no  crude  sewage 
was  discharged  into  the  sea.  The  heneficial  effect  on  the 
adjoining  beaches  v/as  noticeable. 

Yelland 

These  works  provide  for  primary  settlement  only,  the 
settled  sewage  being  discharged  into  the  estuary  near  the  East 
Yelland  Power  Station. 

The  works  were  designed  to  treat  a dry  weather  flow 
of  369,000  gallons  and  at  present  is  below  the  design  loading  hy 
approximately  60,000  gallons  a day,  luring  severe  storm  times 
flows  in  excess  of  2,250,000  gallons  continue  to  ho  recorded, 

NEW  SEVJERAGE  SCHEMES 


Bishops  Tawton,  Landkey  and  Swimhridge 

Work  on  the  scheme  to  serve  these  villages  was 
eventually  commenced  in  July,  1967»  The  scheme  is  behind 
schedule,  hut  the  rate  of  progress  is  being  improved.  The 
contract  completion  date  is  December,  I968. 

Mi  lit own  and  Muddiford 


This  scheme  has  been  designed  and  awaits  Ministry 
approval  to  proceed. 
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RJBLIC  CCWVENIEITCES 


The  Council  own  and  maintain  public  conveniences  as 

follows g- 

Eraunton  (Parish  H_a_ll) 

Damage  to  these  conveniences  is  still  sustained  from 
time  to  time,  generally  as  a result  of  vandalism  after  local  Friday 
evening  dances. 

Combe  Martin  (Seaside,  Skirhead,  Hollands  Park  and  Kiln  Car  Park) . 

The  Kiln  car  park  conveniences  were  extended,  and  the 
works  completed,  for  the  19^7  holiday  season. 

Croydo 


These  convenie'-ices  are  used  extensively  during  the 
summer  months  and  are  no  longer  adequate  to  meet  the  demand.  The 
Council  has  therefore  decided  to  proceed  vyith  the  construction  of 
additional  facilities  at  Downend. 

Go  or^c^h  am 


This  small  block  of  conveniences,  which  were  adequate  at 
the  vime  of  their  construct;. un  a fev/  years  ago,  is  no  longer  large 
enough  for  the  very  heavy  use  now  ar3.si.iig.  Alternative  sites  are 
stj.il  being  investigated. 

Instow 

/i:  in  the  case  of  all  public  conveniences  on  the  coast, 
these  are  e3:t(r- .>  ■:  x.-ely  used  during  the  holiday  season. 

Woolaconibe  (Rod  Bam  and  Beach) 

The  Beach  conveniences  were  reconstructed  for  the  19^7 
holiday  season. 

7/oolacombe  (Combosgate  and  Ilarine  Briv^e) 

C ount isbuiy  ( C ornty  Gat 0) 

The  klsan  system  of  puhJ:  0 conveniences  was  installed 
and  in  operation  during  the  I967  hciiday  season. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTKH  MR  RISPOSAL 


COLLECTION 


Weekly  collections  of  household  refuse  v/ere  maintained 
from  the  majority  of  premises  throughout  the  district,  the  only 
exceptions  being  in  a limited  number  of  small  villages  and  hamlets 
which  received  a fortnightly  service. 

Sumnior  Services 


Ruring  the  four  months  from  the  end  of  May  until  the  end 
of  September,  two  collections  each  week  were  made  in  the  holiday  areas 
of  Instow,  Croyde,  Georgeham,  Woolacombe,  Mortehoe,  Berrynarbor  and 
Combe  Martin  for  the  benefit  of  hotels,  guest-houses,  holiday  caravan 
sites  and  certain  biisiness  premises • Apart  from  the  improved  service 
for  those  places  catering  for  visitors,  the  arrangement  obviously 
eased  the  problems  of  collection. 

The  practice  of  providing  caravan  sites  with  internal 
collections  during  the  summer  season  when  they  have  been  requested 
was  continued  and  extended  wherever  possible.  Charges  were  made  for 
these  special  services. 

Several  holiday  establishments  requested  additional  col- 
lections and  these  were  also  undertaken  with  a charge  being  made  for 
each  visit. 

Service  Establishments 


Special  chargeable  collections  were  carried  out  at  the 
Army  Camps  at  PremingtQn  and  Instow  and  there  was  a yearly  contract 
for  the  collection  of  refuse  from  the  Royal  Air  Force  Station  at 
Chivenor. 


At  Ghivenor  R.A.P.  Station  collections  were  made  daily 
from  the  messes,  tvl.ce  weekly  from  the  lines,  certain  offices  and 
stores,  clubs,  shops,  sick  quarters  and  workshops  and  weekly  from 
the  remainder  of  the  storos,  offices,  sections,  hangars,  boiler 
houses  and  married  quarters. 

Improvements 


As  a result  of  surveys  of  all  the  collection  rounds 
operated  on  Tuesdays  in  the  areas  of  Bickington,  PreruLngton,  Yell  and 
and  Instow,  alterations  were  made  in  March  to  the  routes  of  those 
vehicles  involved.  Considerable  overlapping  of  routes  and 
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unproductive  mileages  were  thereby  eliminated  and  the  opportunity 
v/as  taken  to  redistribute  the  work  more  evenly. 

Further  surveys  of  other  collection  routes  and  areas 
were  continued  when  time  permitted.  Before  any  worthwhile 
reorganisation  of  rounds  can  take  place,  those  detailed  surveys  are 
considered  to  be  essential. 

Unwanted  Articles 


On  numerous  occasions  during  the  year  assistance  was 
given  to  persons  with  awkward,  unusual  or  bulky  items,  or  accumula- 
tions of  refuse  which  they  vdshed  to  discard. 

Additional  items  of  reasonable  size  v/ere  usually 
collected  with  the  normal  refuse  vdthout  question.  Instructions 
Y/ore  issued  for  the  collection  of  articles  such  as  bicycles,  mattresses, 
perambulators,  etc.,  after  residents  had  contacted  the  Department. 

' Considerable  amounts  of  refuse,  or  birlky  items  such  as 
car  bodies,  irnvariably  necessitated  a special  visit  by  a lorry  and 
crew  and  in  these  instances  a charge  v;as  made  whenever  possible. 

A local  firm  of  scrap  merchants  accepts  any  abandoned 
vehicles  ccllected  by  the  Department  and  several  cars  and  vans  were 
disposed  of  in  tliis  way  during  the  year. 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Working  Party  Report 

A V/orking  Party  was  appointed  in  May,  19^3  ”to  examine 
the  facts  of  refuse  collection^  to  v/hat  extent  it  is  unsatisfactory, 
v/hat  the  difficulties  are,  and  which  methods  are  proving  most 
successful 5 and  to  consider  what  advice  can  be  given  to  local 
authorities  on  how  to  obtain  the  best  results’*. 

During  the  year  their  report  v;as  issued  and  contained  a 
large  number  of  recommendations.  It  was  a comprehensive  report  on 
every  aspect  of  refuse  storage  and  collection  and,  in  due  course,  the 
more  important  recomraendations  v/ere  considered  in  detail  by  a special 
Sub-C  ommi 1 1 e e . 

Tv;o  of  the  recommendations  on  v;hich  the  Council  then 
decided  to  take  no  immediate  action  were  that  (i)  kerbside  collections 
of  refuse  should  be  eliminated  wherever  possible 5 collectors  to  pick 
up  bins  from  the  point  where  they  usually  stand  and  (ii)  local  author- 
ities to  provide  receptacles  for  the  storage  of  refiase  at  all 
residential  premises. 
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Both  of  these  matters  could  he  resolved  hy  the  provision  of 
paper  or  plastic  sacks,  hut  it  was  estimated  that  the  annual  cost  of 
the  sacks  alone  would  he  in  the  region  of  £10,000. 

It  was  considered  that  other  recommendations,  namely 
weekly  collections  as  a minimum  frequency,  the  collection  of  food 
wastes  twice  weekly,  the  free  collection  of  bulky  household  refuse  and 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  old  motor  vehicles  were  already  being 
implemented,  or  could  he  without  much  difficulty. 

LITTER 


Luring  the  summer  months  the  smallest  collection  vehicle 
was  used  solely  for  the  collection  of  litter  from  the  many  receptacles 
that  have  been  provided  throu^out  the  area.  Where  necessary 
containers  were  emptied  two  or  three  times  each  week. 

Contributions  towards  the  costs  involved  were  received  in 
respect  of  the  collection  of  litter  from  sites  v/ithin  the  Exmoor 
Rational  Park  and  at  lay-bys  on  the  various  main  roads  within  the 
district . 


Permanent  litter  bins  in  villages  and  lay-bys  are  mainly 
of  the  large  covered  concrete  t3q)e  with  wooden  fronts,  or,  particularly 
in  the  shopping  areas  of  Braunton  and  T^foolacombe  and  at  various  bus 
stops,  a smaller  concrete  type. 

Metal  drum  containers  are  used  in  remote  areas  and  those 
districts  frequented  by  simimer  visitors.  When  necessary  they  were 
overhauled  and  repainted  at  the  depot  during  the  winter.  These 
utilitarian  receptacles  are  cheap,  convenient  and  almost  indestructible 
and  are  regarded  as  being  suitable  for  their  present  use. 

Their  main  fault  has  been  found  to  be  the  open  top  which 
enabled  seagulls  (and  donkeys  in  one  area!)  to  pull  out  the  rubbish 
and  so  cause  an  untidy  area  around  the  bin.  In  an  attempt  to  reduce 
this  form  of  nuisance  simple  wire  mesh  tops  were  made  and  fitted  to 
the  majority  of  drums  situated  in  remote  and  exposed  positions. 
Observations  revealed  that  they  thv/arted  the  gulls,  but  not  jackdaws, 
which  found  that  they  could  got  through  the  opening!  However,  they 
did  result  in  an  improvement  in  tidyness. 

DISPOSAL 

The  use  of  sites  at  Claypit  Coveiis,  Fremington  and 
Berry  Down,  Berrynarbor  for  the  tipping  of  refuse  continued  throu^out 
the  year. 
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Refuse  from  Brendon  and  Count isBury  and  other  areas  in  the 
north  eastern  part  of  the  district  was  deposited  at  the  Lyn  Down  tip 
of  the  Lynton  Urban  District  Council  and  an  appropriate  payment  was 
made  to  that  Authority. 

Throughout  the  year  various  sites  in  the  area  surrounding 
Braunton  were  examined  in  an  effort  to  find  a suitable  location  for  a 
refuse  tip.  In  July  a small  sub-committee  inspected  the  old  Pullabrook 
mine  area  on  Halsinger  Down,  but  it  was  realised  that,  apart  from 
other  difficulties,  the  access  to  the  site  was  very  poor. 

Early  in  the  year  permission  was  obtained  to  enter  into 
possession  of  land  at  Claypit  Coverts,  Premington  adjoining  the 
existing  tip  which  was  rapidly  becoming  filled.  It  had  been  agreed 
that  an  area  of  almost  twenty  acres  would  be  leased  for  the  pia?poses  of 
refuse  disposal.  A means  of  access  had  to  be  provided  and  this 
involved  piping  and  bridging  a length  of  watercourse  which  was  carried 
out  by  direct  labour  within  my  own  Department  in  conjunction  with  the 
Surveyor* s works  section* 

As  well  as  the  formation  of  a bridge  onto  the  new 

site,  top  soil  was  required  to  be  removed  before  tipping  commenced 
and  in  addition  the  existing  tip  had  to  be  completely  covered  with 
soil  and  levelled  before  the  Council  could  be  released  from  its 
Agreement . 


The  Bristol  Taurus  tractor  dealt  with  all  these  works 
capably  but,  as  it  was  in  regular  use  coping  with  incoming  refuse, 
the  task  was  a formidable  one  which  had  still  not  been  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  Progress  was  severely  hampered  by  some  prolonged 
spells  of  wet  weather,  as  well  as  several  tip  fires  which  took  time  to 
control.  There  were  added  problems  of  large  areas  of  tipping  space 
temporarily  out  of  use  and  incoming  refuse  quickly  accumulating. 

All  space  on  the  existing  tip  was  exhausted  by  early  August. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  considerable  amounts  of  soil  from  local  road 
works  were  brought  to  the  tip  and  so  eased  the  problem  of  obtaining 
suitable  covering  material. 

V?hen  the  summer  services  had  ceased  staff  were  available 
for  the  necessary  works  required  to  the  tip  approach  road  and  hedges 
and  the  clearance  of  areas  for  future  use. 

The  Bristol  Taurus  tractor  was  in  use  at  Berry  Dov/n  tip 
at  various  times  during  the  year  and  a considerable  amount  of  soil  was 
removed  to  provide  additional  tipping  space  c;nd  covering  material  and 
facilitate  the  adjustment  of  the  level  of  the  tip  with  the  adjoining 
field. 
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To  assist  vath  the  retention  of  paper  and  materials 
that  were  likely  to  he  dispersed  hy  wind  on  this  exposed  site, 
chain  link  fencing  was  erected  on  two  sides  of  the  tip*  This 
work  was  carried  out  hy  the  Department  personnel* 

VEHICLES  AUD  EQUIPMENT 

New  Vehicles 


Early  in  the  year  my  recommendation  that  a new  refuse 
collection  vehicle  should  he  purchased  was  accepted  and  demonstration 
compression  machines,  with  hody  capacities  of  20  cubic  yards  and 
35  cubic  yards  worked  on  selected  routes  for  periods  of  three  days 
and  one  day  respectively. 

An  inspector  accompanied  the  vehicles  to  compare  their 
performance  with  the  vehicle  normally  used  on  those  routes  and, 
although  it  had  originally  been  thought  that  the  smaller  machine 
would  he  the  most  useful  because  of  its  compact  size  and  excellent 
mancevrahility,  these  comparisons  showed  that  the  choice  of  the  larger 
capacity  machine  v/as  justified;  particularly  as  the  opportunity  had 
been  taken  to  test  it  on  the  narrow  and  restricted  roads  it  would 
need  to  negotiate* 

An  order  was  placed  vath  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  for  a 
Pakamatic  vehicle  with  a body  capacity  of  35  cubic  yards  and  the 
machine  was  collected  and  put  in  service  in  July.  Having  regard 
to  the  heavy  demands  on  the  refuse  collection  service  during  the 
summer  I had  made  a plea  to  the  manufacturers  for  the  earliest 
delivery  possible  and  it  was  gratifying  to  find  that  the  machines 
arrival  was  one  or  two  months  earlier  than  originally  quoted* 

It  had  also  been  agreed  that  a sturdy  general  purpose 
truck  should  bo  acquired  for  the  transport  of  tools,  equipment, 
litter  bins  and  personnel  and  to  enable  the  Department's  foreman 
^to  perform  his  duties  more  effectively.  A diesel  engined  long 

Land  Rover  was  chosen  which  would  also  be  suitable  for  towing 
vehicles  and  for  rough  work  on  the  tips.  This  vehicle  was 
delivered  in  July* 

Refuse  Collection  Fleet 


Details  follow  of  the  various  vehicles  in  use  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  are  powered  with  diesel  engines*  The  last  two 
columns  show  the  actual  mileage  covered  by  each  vehicle  in  1967? 
together  with  the  average  fuel  consumption  expressed  in  miles  per 
gallon. 
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M.P.G. 


Lrlake  and  Ty~pe 


Capacity  Ltilea^e 


* 


+ 

X 

X 


R 

XX 


1963  Sbelvoke  Sc  Drewry  Pakamatic 
1967  Shelvoke  & Prewry  Pal^matic 
1965  Bedford/Eagle  Crashload 

1961  Shelvoke  & Brev/ry  Fore  Sc  Aft 
i960  Shelvoke  Sc  Brev/ry  Pore  Sc  Aft 
1956  Bedford/Eagle  Side  Loader 
1955  Bedford/Eagle  Side  Loader 
1965  Pord/Homalloy  Rear  Loader 

1962  Pord/Eagle  Side  Loader 


50 

cu 

yds. 

35 

cu 

yds. 

35 

cu 

yds. 

Tipper 

14 

cu 

yds. 

Tipper 

12 

cu 

yds. 

10 

cu 

yds. 

10 

cu 

yds. 

5 

cu 

yds. 

3 

cu 

yds. 

7,693 

4,250E(i) 

9,673 

10,400B 

12,230 

8,354 

4,200E(ii) 

18,350E 

12,350E 


* Pitted  Vvdth  hydraulic  ram  for  compression 
+ Fitted  with  hydraulic  crushing  and  compression  rams 
X Pitted  vdth  hydraulic  compression  plate 
R Reserve  vehicle 
J New  July,  19 67 
XX  Sold  September,  1967 
E Estimated  md.leage 
(i)  5 months  use 

(ii)  8 months  use 


It  gives  pe2?sonal  satisfaction  to  mention  that  the  total 
mileage  travelled  hy  all  these  vehicles  v;as  almost  7,000  miles  less 
than  the  previous  year* 


With  the  constant  and  continual  increase  in  the  numher 
of  premises  in  the  Rural  BLstrict^  as  well  as  the  steady  increase 
in  the  amount  of  refuse  to  he  colle^ded  from  each  property,  this 
substantial  reduction  in  mileage  is  sufficient  proof  of  the  value 
of  surve^/s  of  collection  routes  and  subsequent  reorganisation  which, 
in  addition  to  immediate  savings  in  time  and  mileage,  allows  more 
scope  for  rho  future  extension  of  services. 


Existing  Vo;.-  co-les 

Following  the  arrival  of  the  new  Pakamatic  lorry  it 
was  possible  to  dispose  of  a 1955  Bedford/Eagle  side  loading  vehicle 
and  withdraw  a 1958  Bedford/Eagle  side  loading  machine  from  regular 
service  to  retain  as  a reserve  vehicle. 

The  top  surface  of  tbe  body  of  the  I960  Pore  Sc  Aft  Tipper 
had  to  be  extensively  rebuilt  and  strengthened  following 'its  collapse, 
no  doubt  due  to  metal  fatigue.  This  was  not  unexpected  after  seven 
years  hard  usage. 
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The  1961  Pore  & Aft  Tipper  required  a major  engine 
overhaul,  which  again  was  understandable  when  the  total  mileage 
covered  hy  the  vehicle  was  considered,  coupled  with  the  additional 
wear  and  tear  on  the  engine  caused  hy  the  considerable  time  this 
type  of  machine  spends  with  the  ongine  idling. 

The  1963  Pakamatic  proved  its  worth  by  operating  through- 
out the  year  with  only  the  need  for  minor  repairs  and  minimum 
attention. 


The  1965  Crushload  spent  some  considerable  time  oT’t  of 
service  during  the  summer  season  when  it  was  needed  most.  Trouble 
v/as  again  experienced  due  to  serious  wear  and  tear  of  the  working 
surfaces  and  associated  moving  parts  of  the  hopper  mechanism. 

Wearing  plates  and  various  other  parts  had  to  be  renewed. 

Unfortunately  the  crushing  and  compressing  mechanism  is  over  complicated 
and  needs  constant  attention.  This  vehicle  also  suffered  a major 
engine  failure  which  resulted  in  extensive  repairs  being  required. 

The  1965  Pord  vehicle  experienced  further  trouble  with 
fractures  to  the  chassis  due  to  continual  and  unavoidable  overloading. 

It  v/as  apparent  that  the  machine  was  not  of  sufficiently  robust 
constinjiction  as  in  addition,  there  were  failures  of  the  road  springs 
and  a collapse  of  the  rear  axle. 

Paring  the  periods  that  demonstration  vehicles  v/ere  used, 
the  opportunity  was  taken  to  repaint  the  1958  Bedford  and  I96I 
Shelvoke  and  Prevn^y,  both  of  which  v/ere  badly  in  need  of  attention. 

The  (irrve3?s  improved  the  appearance  of  their  machines  considerably 
in  the  limited  time  available. 

Waterless  hand  cleanser  dispensers  and  paper  tov/ol  con- 
tainers were  fitted  in  the  cabs  of  further  refuse  collection  vehicles, 
so  that  all  were  equipped  with  hand  cleansing  facilities. 

Towa..rds  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  the 
erection  of  further  garage  accommodation  at  the  V/rafton  Pepot  which, 
when  completed,  would  allow  for  all  vehicles  to  be  satisfactorily 
housed  overni^t. 

V 

Tip  Control  Equipment 

Two  machines  are  used  for  levelling  and  covering  refuse 
at  the  two  tips. 

1966  Bristol  Taurus  tractor  shovel 

1962  Pordson  Major  four  wheel  drive  tractor 
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The  Bristol  Taurus  is  a tracked  machine  which  is  normally 
in  use  at  the  main  tip  at  Fremington,  It  is  powerful  and  compact  and 
most  suitable  for  tip  control  work,  being  capable  of  soil  and  refuse 
excavation,  as  well  as  tip  compaction. 

When  it  is  required  for  excavation  and  heavy  v;ork  at 
Berry  Town,  it  is  transported  on  a six  wheeled  low  loading  trailer, 
towed  by  the  reserve  refuse  vehicle. 

The  Fords  on  tractor  (equipped  with  a bucket)  is  not  so 
powerful,  or  robust,  but  has  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  travel 
under  its  ovm  power  to  other  tips,  as  well  as  being  a reserve  unit. 

It  has  the  disadvantage  of  being  prone  to  punctures,  a major  hazard 
of  refuse  tips. 


Future  Replacements 


In  December  it  was  requested  that  consideration  be  given 
to  the  purchase  of  a new  refuse  collection  vehicle  early  in  I968. 

It  was  envisaged  that  a sturdy  manoeuvrable  machine  with  compact 
dimensions,  but  a reasonable  payload  was  required,  the  acquisition  of 
which  would  allow  for  the  disposal  of  a Ford  I5  cwt  truck  with  a 
3 cubic  yard  body  which  v/as  over  five  years  old. 


The  labour  force  of  the  Public  Health  Department  totals 
tv/enty  one  and  comprises  a foreman,  six  driver/loaders,  thirteen  col- 
lectors and  a tractor  operator. 

The  Council  is  foit unate  to  have  a set  of  workers  who  keep 
the  service  functioning  throu^^out  the  year,  paiiiicularly  during  the 
summer  season  when  their  task  is  considerably  increased.  Duilng  the 
past  year  they  coped  readily  with  any  setbacks  occasioned  by  the 
breakdown  of  vehicles,  or  absence  of  staff. 

A niimber  of  the  men  have  worked  for  the  Council  for  several 
years  and  it  was  pleasing  to  note  once  again  that  staff  changes  were 
few  during  the  year.  One  loader  resigied  as  it  was  apparent  that  the 
heavy  work  was  aggravating  his  physical  condition.  Another  had  been 
seriously  ill  for  a long  period  and  eventually  had  to  retire  after 
almost  twenty  years  service  with  the  Department. 

Few  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  refuse  collection 
service  and  I feel  this  should  be  regarded  as  a tribute  to  the  men  who 
are  carrying  out  this  heavy  work  in  all  kinds  of  weather. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  was  agreed  that  stout 
weatherproof  clothing  in  the  form  of  donkey  jackets  should  be  issued 
to  the  men  in  addition  to  overalls. 
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HOUSING 


The  inspections  of  dwellings  likely  to  he  unfit  for 
human  habitation  in  accordance  with  the  standards  recommended  hy 
the  Housing  Act,  1957 j were  maintained  and  reports  were  regularly 
submitted  at  meetings  of  the  Public  Health  Commit  toe  on  houses  that 
were  not  considered  to  be  capable  of  being  made  fit  at  reasonable 
cost.  Formal  action  normally  resulted  in  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders,  Demolition  Orders,  or  the  submission  of  Undertakings  from 
owners . 


The  majority  of  the  properties  were  considered  to  be 
worthy  of  retention  and  modernisation  and  owners  were  encouraged  to 
consider  seriously  such  action  wherever  approprj.ate.  Proposals 
for  repair  and  improvement  were  forthcoming  in  a number  of  instances. 

It  is  important  to  realise  that  the  rate  of  progress  in 
dealing  with  unfit  houses  must  be  related  to  the  availability  of 
suitable  alternative  accommodation  for  those  persons  who  will  bo 
displaced. 


It  should  be  recorded  that  the  number  of  unfit  houses 
in  this  District  must  be  appreciably  fewer  than  other  parts  of 
tho  country  when  the  ever  increasing  demand  for  older  properties 
for  holiday  and  retirement  purposes  is  considered. 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere. 

Houses  Demolished 

Under  Sections  16  or  17  (l)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  1 

Unfit  Houses  Closed 

Under  Sections  16  (4)  > 17  (l)  and  35  (l)  of  the  Housing 


Act,  1957  and  Section  26  of  the  Housing  Act,  I961 6 

Persons  Displaced 

From  houses  to  be  demolished 5 

From  houses  to  be  closed  •••o»*»*oo9oe«ooo*<>*oe»ee«oocoe.oo*»  6 

Families  Displaced 


From  houses  to  be  demolished o . . 1 

From  houses  to  bo  closed  2 

Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit 

After  formal  notice  under  Section  I6  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  4 
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CARAVAN  SITES 


The  majority  of  the  caravan  sites  within  the  district 
have  been  provided  for  holiday  purposes  and  during  the  summer 
season  these  are  regularly  inspected  to  check  that  conditions 
appertaining  to  the  site  licences  are  being  observed. 

As  there  are  almost  thirty  licensed  sites  located 
between  Yelland  and  Parracombe  and  concentrated  in  the  holiday 
areas  of  Croyde,  Woolacombe,  Mortehoe,  Berrynarbor  and  Combe 
Martin,  these  inspections  entail  a considerable  proportion  of  the 
time  of  the  public  health  inspectors  during  the  summer. 

In  addition,  details  are  recorded  of  the  number  of 
caravans  situated  on  sites  during  the  particular  months  of  June, 
July  and  August.  This  information  is  obtained  for  the  County 
Planning  Officer  for  use  in  connection  with  his  annual  survey 
of  caravanning  and  the  holiday  trends  and  development  in  Be  von. 

Licensed  Sites 


Retails  are  given  overleaf  of  the  main  sites  licensed 
under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Bevelopment  Act,  i960. 

The  majority  are  holiday  sites,  where  caravans  are  permitted  to 
be  used  for  human  habitation  only  during  the  period  fi*om  March  to 
October  in  each  year,  and  touring  caravans  are  not  allowed  to 
remain  on  the  sites  for  periods  longer  than  three  weeks.  There 
are,  of  course,  no  such  restrictions  for  residential  sites. 

Other  sites  which  have  been  granted  licences,  moc^ly 
for  one  caravan  only,  and  none  for  more  than  three,  are  as  listed 
hereunder. 


PARISHs 

SITES 

USEs 

Atherington 

1 

Holiday 

Berrynarbor 

1 

Holiday 

Combe  Martin 

1 

Holiday 

Premington 

1 

Residential  and  touring 

Goodleigh 

1 

Residential 

Kent is bury 

1 

Holiday 

Landkey 

1 

Residential 

Mart inhoe 

1 

Holiday 

Mortehoe 

3 

Holiday 

Shirwell 

1 

Residential 
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PARISH 

CARAVAR  SITE 

CARAVARS 

Total  Resids 

ASHFORD 

M.dland  Caravan  Park 

63 

— 

BERRYHARBOR 

BerrynarBor  Trailer  Park 

50 

6 

Indie knowle  Farm 

5 

— 

The  Rapps 

*20 

— 

Sandaway  Caravan  Park 

90 

— 

Watermouth  Caves 

69 

- 

BRAUHTQH 

Dune  View  Caravan  Park 

56 

34 

Lohh  Field 

*50 

— 

Score  Farm 

22 

22 

COL'BE  ]i/lARTIN 

Glenavon  Holiday  Park 

100 

FREimTGTQH 

BickLngton  Caravan  Site 

35 

35 

Lagoon  View,  Yelland 

200 

5 

GEORGEHAM 

Bam  Lawn 

2 

— 

Barrows  Mead  Caravan  Park,  Croyde 

150 

— 

Ora  Stone  Caravan  Park,  Croyde 

31 

6 

Lyncroft  Farm,  Rorth  Buckland 

4 

— 

Put-shorou^  Sands 

20 

— 

Ruda  Caravan  Park,  Croyde 

280 

1 

Seahirds  Park,  Croyde 

6 

— 

GOODLEIGH 

Rivers mead.  Snapper 

*20 

- 

HEART  CH 
HJHCHARBOH 

Chivenor  Cross 

*25 

- 

KENTISBURY 

Kent is Bury  Grange 

61 

— 

LARBKEY 

Mount  View 

24 

24 

MORTEHOE 

Cleavewood  Caravan  Park 

80 

Rorth  Morte  Farm 

73 

— 

Pine  Cones  Caravan  Park 

— 

Twitchen  House 

317-(+42) 

— 

VVoolacomBe  Sands  Caravan  Park 

70 

— 

WoolacomBe  Bay  Caravan  Park 

245 

— 

PAHBACOICBE 

Loma  Boone  Farm 

*20 

* Touring  caravans  only 


Il^TSPECTiaT  MD  SUPERVISKm  OF  FOOP 
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MEAT  PROPUCTIdT 
SlaU|g^terh  puses 

The  four  slaughterhouses  within  the  district  con- 
tinued to  function  throughout  1967* 

Hov/ever,  the  numerous,  outbreaks  of  foot  and  mouth 
disease  throu^out  the  country  and  the  consequent  restrictions 
on  the  movement  of  livestock  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  accounted  for  some  reduction  in  slaughtering  and  so  the 
total  throughput  was  below  that  of  I966. 

The  increased  throughput  at  the  Premington 
slaughterhouse  following  the  enlargement  of  the  premises  was 
not  maintained  and  constant  attention  from  the  Pepartment*s 
Inspectors  was  necessary  to  maintain  standards  of  hygiene# 

The  other  major  slaughterhouse  increased  its 
throu^put,  but  the  operating  conditions  at  these  inadequate 
premises  continued  to  give  cause  for  concern  regarding  the 
attainment  of  satisfactory  standards  of  hygiene. 

It  v;as  therefore  satisfying  to  see  the  possibility 
of  a replacement  slau^t erhouse  become  a reality  during  the 
year.  By  June  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  had  indicated  that  a Slaughterhouse  Licence  could  be 
issued  in  respect  of  new  premises  and  the  partners  proceeded 
v/ith  the  preparation  of  detailed  plans  for  the  proposed 
slaughterhouse  at  Rookabear,  Fremington. 

The  proprietors  have  been  most  co-operative  in 
discussing  their  proposals  and  have  given  careful  consideration 
to  the  internal  arrangement  and  layout  of  the  buildings.  By 
the  end  of  the  year  the  roofed  framework  of  the  main  building 
had  been  erected,  but  it  was  anticipated  that  it  would  probably 
be  late  I968  before  the  premises  would  be  ready  for  operation. 

The  two  smaller  slaughterhouses  at  Braunton  and 
Swlmbridge  continued  in  use,  although  slaughtering  took  place 
at  the  latter  premises  on  veiy  few  occasions.  The  ownership 
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of  this  establishment  changed  in  December,  Both  \7erG  used 
in  conjunction  vath  butchering  businesses  and  are  regarded  as 
being  satisfactory  for  the  purpose. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  important  local  authority  duty  of  the  inspection 
of  all  meat  and  offals  from  the  animals  killed  at  the  four 
slaughterhouses  was  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963 j as  far  as  the  arrangements 
vd.th  the  local  fiim  of  veterinary  surgeons  permitted. 

The  two  major  slaughterhouses  cater  largely  for  markets 
and  traders  in  the  London  area  and  therefore  frequently  operate  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays  which  necessitates  attendance  by  inspectors  on 
those  days.  Meat  inspection  can  usually  be  carried  out  within 
normal  hours  during  the  rest  of  the  week. 

Special  notice  was  taken  of  the  hours  during  which 
slau^tering  took  place  and  it  was  apparent  that  weekend  slau^tering 
was  reduced.  The  proprietors  of  both  establishments  were  notified 
that  towards  the  close  of  I968  the  Council  intended  to  reconsider 
the  operation  of  the  control  of  hours  of  slau^ter  with  particular 
reference  to  v/eekends. 

In  December,  I966,  I was  requested  to  report  on  the 
present  and  future  arrangements  for  meat  inspection  os.  the  working 
agreement  with  the  veterinary  surgeons  would  be  due  for  review 
early  in  1967# 

I repeated  my  opinion  that  the  only  satisfactory 
method  for  the  control  of  the  slaughterhouses  and  the  implementation 
of  a complete  meat  inspection  service  was  by  the  employment  of  local 
authority  staff.  However,  as  it  v/as  not  definitely  decided  that  a 
new  slau^terhouse  would  be  built  and  therefore  it  was  not  certain 
that  there  would  be  two  major  slaughterhouses  in  existence  in  the 
^future,  it  was  with  reluctance  that  I suggested  that  the  arrangement 
with  the  veterinary  surgeons  be  continued  throughout  1967#  This 
v;as  accepted  and  subsequent  events  confirmed  that  this  was  a wise 
decision. 

\ 

The  year  I967  commenced  with  the  veterinary  surgeons 
undertaking  all  meat  inspection  duties  at  the  Roundswell  slau^ter- 
house,  except  for  one  week  a month  v/hen  the  Meat  Inspector  officiated 
thereby  enabling  a limited  form  of  control  to  be  retained  over 
standards  of  hygiene. 
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Tho  Meat  Inspector  therefore  would  cajrry  out  most 
of  the  meat  inspection  at  the  Preriiington  slau^t orhouso  and  the 
two  smaller  slau^t  erhouses  , 

In  January  the  Meat  Inspector  became  seriously  ill 
and  was  not  able  to  return  to  v;ork  until  September.  Even  then 
he  was  not  sufficiently  recovered  to  undertake  full-time  meat 
inspection. 


Until  I^rch,  for  seven  weeks  in  fact,  the  two  Public 
Health  Inspectors  shared  the  task  of  carrying  out  all  the  meat 
inspection  which  would  normally  have  been  undertaken  by  the 
Meat  Inspector.  This  caused  severe  disruption  of  the  work  of 
the  Department  and  so  the  situation  was  eased  considerably  when 
the  veterinary  surgeons  were  able  to  assist  by  undertaking  all 
weekday  afternoon  inspections. 

In  May  the  position  v/as  improved  farther  when  the 
veterinary  surgeons  were  able  to  carry  out  all  weekday  1 

inspections  with  the  exception  of  Monday  and  Friday  m.omings. 

In  June  the  situation  v/as  reviewed  and  it  was 
decided  to  endeavour  to  appoint  a Meat  Inspector  on  a 
temporary  basis.  Fortunately  the  Council  were  able  to  obtain 
the'  services  of  a qualified  Meat  Inspector  who  commenced  duty 
on  3rd  July, 

From  July  to  the  end  of  the  year  this  made  it  possible 
to  revert  to  the  normal  arrangement  v^hereby  the  activities  of  the 
veterinary  surgeons  were  restricted  to  the  Roundswell  Slaughterhouse 
except  for  one  week  each  month. 

Under  normal  conditions  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
w^ould  have  shared  weekend  meat  inspection  duties  with  the  Meat 
Inspector,  so  that  each  Inspector  was  on  duty  for  one  weekend 
in  three.  Because  of  the  Meat  Inspectors  absence  however, 
for  some  while  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  were  on  duty  on 
alternate  weekends  and  consequently  during  each  others  leave 
periods  occasionally  inspected  meat  for  three  successive  weekends 
It  is  suggested  that  no  other  officers  of  the  Council  are  expected 
to  work  seven  days  a week  for  throe  weeks  at  a time.  One 
Inspector  worked  on  tv;enty  one  weekends  and  the  other  one  on. 
nineteen  weekends  during  the  year,  vdiich  represented  a significant 
intrusion  into  their  home  lives. 

Tho  nuraber  of  ani'.;ials  killed  at  tho  four  licensed 
slaughterhouses  during  the  past  four  years  are  shown  as  follows. 
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...1964 

. _ 19.^5  . .. 

1962 

19^7  / ] 

Beasts 

2015 

2418 

1902 

1446 

Calves 

1376 

1777 

3118 

3095 

Pigs 

10190 

13921 

6988 

4711 

Sheep 

86605 

1 

119321 

132515 

1311T4 

Total  thr output 

100186 

137437 

■■  .144923 ..  _ 

■ 140,426 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

oxc.cows 

‘ 

Animals  killed  and  inspected 

1258 

188 

3095 

4711 

131174 

All  Diseases  except 

1 

Tuherculosis  and  Cysticeri 

, 

V/hole  carcases  condemned 

5 

21 

43 

7 

410 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

231 

29 

22 

194 

10034 

Percentage  of  numher  inspected 
affected  vd-th  disease  other  than 
tuherculosis  or  cysticeri 

18-76 

26»  6 

2.1 

4-27 

7.96 

Tuherculosis  only 

Vi/hole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

46 

- 

Percentage  of  numher  inspected 
affected  v;ith  tuherculosis 

— 

— 

— 

0.98 

- 

Cysticerc osis 

Csjrcases  of  which  some  part 

1 

1 

or  organ  was  condemned 

• 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
hy  refrigeration 

1 

1 

— 

— 

i 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

\ 

— 

— 

— 
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FOOD  PRElvUSES 


Routine  inspections  of  all  tj^Des  of  premises 
associated  v/ith  food  trades  were  carried  out,  as  frequently  as 
possible,  during  the  year.  Particular  attention  was  given  to 
catering  establishments  in  the  holiday  areas  of  the  district. 

It  was  disconcerting  to  find  a number  of  businesses 
lacking  essential  facilities,  particularly  wash  hand  basins, 
sinl'is  and  hot  water  supplies. 

The  follov/ing  list  details  the  types  of  food 
premises  vdthin  the  district  and  is  classified  in  accordance 
vdth  the  principal  business  of  the  various  traderss- 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  ... 

• • « 

8 

Butchers  

# • # • # • 

. * • 

17 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

• • • • • • 

... 

53 

Confectioners  & Ice 

Cream  Retaile3?s. 

33 

Fishmongers  and  Fish 

Friers . . . 

0 0 0 

7 

Greengrocers 

• • • • • # 

0 0 0 

10 

Grocers  

• 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 

100 

Hotels  ...  ... 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 

34 

Licensed  Premises, 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 

49 

T ot  al 

311 

mLK  AMD  DAIRIES 


Within  the  district  there  are  more  than  oi^ty 
farms  or  dairies  which  retail  raw  milk.  The  majority  of 
those  are  farms  vdiich  bottle  a proportion  of  their  output, 
normally  for  local  consumption.  Frequently  this  is  for  the 
convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  small  hamlets,  who  otherwise 
might  have  difficulty  in  obtaining  bottled  milk.  In  some 
instances  the  amount  bottled  may  only  be  one  or  two  gallons, 
or  as  few  as  half  a dozen  households  supplied. 

The  periodical  testing  of  the  various  supplies  of 
milk,  as  received  by  the  consumer,  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Devon  County  Council,  but  with  such  a large  number  of  retailers 
in  tills  district  alone,  the  task  of  the  County  Public  Health 
Inspector  in  arranging  for  them  all  to  be  checked  at  frequent 
intervals  is  formidable. 

Occasionally,  it  is  possible  for  untreated  milk  to 
contain  the  organisms  of  brucellosis  v;hich  when  transferred 
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from  the  cow  to  the  consumer  in  this  manner,  may  give  rise  to 
the  condition  knovyn  as  undulant  fever. 

To  assist  the  County  Public  Plealth  Inspector,  and 
more  particularly  to  obtain  first  hand  information  on  local 
milk  supplies,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Department  v;ould 
regularly  take  samples  of  raw  milk  from  the  various  retailers 
and  submit  them  to  laboratory  tests  for  brucella  and  keeping 
quality o 


The  arrangement  commenced  in  May  and  details  of 
the  results  of  the  tests  applied  to  the  samples  of  untreated 
milk  followo- 

Samples  for  brucella  ring  test  ...  ...  71 

Samples  containing  brucella  organisms  ...  3 

Samples  also  for  methylene  blue  test  ...  56 

Samples  which  failed  the  methylene  blue  test  12 

The  three  positive  results  were  obtained  from  one 
herd  during  the  process  of  elimination  v/hich  included  individual 
samples  of  milk  from  each  cow  to  determine  the  animal  at  fault. 

The  farmer  readily  agreed  to  send  all  his  milk  for 
heat  treatment  until  the  source  of  infection  had  been  determined. 
In  due  course  the  offending  cow  was  slaughtered. 

The  tv;elve  samples  v\^hich  failed  the  test  for  keeping 
quality  were  all  isolated  instances  and  checks  were  made  on 
bottle  cleaning  and  filling  routines  and  repeat  samples  ?;ere 
all  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAIvI 


Twenty  eight  samples  of  soft  and  loose  ice  cream 
from  machines  and  bulk  containers  at  various  retailers’  premises 
in  the  holiday  areas  of  Croyde,  Woolacombe,  Mortehoe  and  Combe 
liartin  v/ere  obtained  during  the  summer  season  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  submitted  to  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test 
vdth  the  follovdng  results 2- 


Producer 

Provisional  Grade 

1 2 3 4, 

1 

Total 

A 

9 

1 

1 

2 

13 

B 

8 

3 

— 

3 

1 1 

C 

1 

1 

Totals 

18 

4 

1 

5 

28 

The  majority  of  samples  from  any  one 
producer  should  fall  into  Grade  1 or  2. 

.. . i — — . — . . ...  — — — » . I 


Uhere  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained  advice 
was  given  on  the  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  solving  equipment 
and  repeat  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

OFITCES  AlTb  SHOPS 


The  year  saw  further  progress  on  the  initial  detailed 
inspections  of  premises  necessary  at  all  offices  and  shops  where 
staff  are  employed  occasioned  by  the  Offices j Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act  of  1963. 

The  more  important  matters  which  require  attention 
are  cleanliness , overcrowding,  temperatures,  ventilation,  lighting, 
sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities,  drinking  water,  clothing 
accommodation,  sitting  facilities,  eating  facilities,  first-aid 
equipment  and  the  condition  of  floors,  passages  and  stairs. 

Detailed  inspections  were  not  carried  out  during  the 
holiday  season  as  it  v/as  considered  that  they  would  be  an 
unreasonable  interruption  of  business  activities  because  of  thoir 
complicated  nature. 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

i Premises 
newly 
registered 

Total 

registered 

premises 

General 

inspections 

Offices 

2 

23 

2 I 

Retail  shops 

14 

99 

28 

V/holesale  shops /warehouses 

3 

— 

Catering  establishments 

5 

28 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

21 

153 

32 
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PACTOEIES 


There  are  74  promises  within  the  district  registered 
as  factories, 

Notifications  have  been  received  of  19  persons  living 
vdthin  the  district  who  undeifake  work  in  their  homes  in  connection 
with  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Rodent  Operative  undertakes  the  treatment  of 
infestations  of  rats  and  mice  at  residential  and  local  authority 
premises  throughout  the  district.  Advice  on  treatment  was  given 
to  the  occupiers  of  business  and  agricultural  premises  who  were 
referred,  vdiere  necessary,  to  private  firms  carrying  out  rodent 
control  work  in  the  area* 

All  the  sewage  disposal  works  and  refuse  tips  were 
visited  regularly  and  treatments  carried  out  whenever  necessary. 
The  laying  of  test  baits  in  sewers  at  Svarnbridge,  Braunton, 
Georgehain,  Woolacombe  and  Combe  Martin  undertaken  in  April  and 
Ivlay,  and  October  and  November,  The  results  showed  that  there 
was  slight  activity  in  each  of  the  systems,  but  poison  baiting 
and  the  subsequent  follow-up  visits  dealt  with  the  infestations. 

In  addition,  the  district  received  general  surveys 
Y/ith  particular  attention  being  paid  to  knovm  sources  of 
infestation  and  previously  infested  properties. 

Details  of  properties  inspected  in  connection  v/ith 
infestations  are  as  follows^- 


Type  01 

. - . - . . - . 

' Property 

N on- Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Tot  al 

Troperties  inspected? 

(a)  After  notification 

130 

6 

136 

(b)  On  survey 

320 

40 

360 

Properties  found  to  be 

infested  by? 

(a)  Rats 

112 

13 

125 

(b)  Mice 

11 

6 

17 
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WASTE  FOOT  PLA1^W?S 


The  duties  of  licensing  and  supervising  plants  and 
equipment  used  for  the  Toiling  of  waste  foods  for  animal  feeding 
are  carried  out  under  delegated  powers  from  the  Devon  County  Council. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eleven  premises  in 
use  all  of  which  wore  inspected  during  the  year. 

AITim  BOAETING  ESTATLISmmTTS 

Throe  premises  within  the  district , in  the  parishes  of 
Bratton  Flerningj  Bishops  Tawton  and  Heanton  Punchardon,  are 
licensed  and  required  to  be  inspected  to  ensure  that  they  are  kept 
in  a suitable  condition  for  boarding  animals. 

All  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  conditions  v/ere 
regarded  as  satisfact oiy . 


PETROLEUM 


Eighty six  licences  were  granted  to  keep  petroleum 
spirit  at  various  premises  throughout  the  district. 

The  quantities  of  petroleum  stored  ranged  from  100 
gallons  to  1 9 500 9 000  gallons.  The  licences  issued  perrrjitted  the 
storage  of  a total  of  1,7679700  gallons. 

EXPLOSIVES 


Thirty  three  licences  to  keep  gunpowder  or  mixed 
explosives  v/ere  issued  in  respect  of  various  premises  v/ithin  the 
district.  These  were  mainly  for  the  storage  of  firev;orks, 

PLEASURE  BOATS 


The  licensing  of  pleasure  boat  proprietors  and  boatmen 
and  the  inspection  of  boats  plying  for  hire,  at  Combe  Martin, 
Watermouth  Harbour  and  Instow,  was  carried  out  in  connection  v/ith 
tw'enty  vessels. 

Inspections  v/ore  made  regularly  during  the  season  to 
ensure  that  the  conditions  of  licences  were  being  observed, 
particularly  v;ith  regard  to  the  carrying  of  passengers  to  ascertain 
that  the  permitted  number  was  not  exceeded. 
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INSPECTIONS  MN  VISITS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  main  inspections  and 
visits  made  hy  memhers  of  the  staff  of  the  Puhlic  Health  Department 
during  19 67  • 

Visits  vary  in  duration  from  minutes  to  hours,  hut  hy 
grouping  them  under  the  more  important  headings  a useful  g’uide  is 
given  of  the  proportion  of  time  spent  on  the  multifarious  activities 
of  the  Department, 


Water  supplies  - puhlic 

- private 

Sv/imming  pools 
Watercourses 
Drainage  . , • 

Caravans  . . . 

Camping  . , . 

Refuse  collection 
Refuse  disposal 
Litter 

Rodent  control 
Factories 
Smoke . . , • 

Dust  • « o » 

Nuisances  , . 

Noise 

Housing  - Puhlic  Health  Act 
- Housing  Act  • . 
Verminous  premises  . . 

Animals  

Piggeries  .. 

Infectious  diseases  ..« 

Meat  inspection  

Food  inspection  ,,, 

Slaughterhouses  ,,  ... 

Butchers  . 

Bakehouses 

Confectioners  

Fishmongers  and  Fish  fryers 

Grocers  

Greengrocers 
Ice  cream  premises 
Milk  producers  and  Retailers 
Cafes  and  hotels 
Licensed  premises 
Mobile  shops 
Offices  and  shops 
Waste  Pood  Order 
Animal  hoarding  establishments 
Petroleum  , . 

Pleasure  boats 

Betting,  Gaming  and  Lotteries 
Miscellaneous 


• • 


# • # 


• « « 


• • 


# « • 


« • # 


13 

45 

34 

2 

296 

326 

119 

199 

167 

84 

1080 

51 

17 

1 

66 

5 

73 

134 

28 

17 

24 

40 

616 

32 
78 

15 

1 

15 

8 

45 

5 

37 

91 

39 

23 

13 

69 

40 
3 

58 

39 

33 

70 
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